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We are confident, I ſay, and willing rather to be abſent 
i « from the Body), and to be preſent with the Lord. 


HE Apoltle in the foregoing Chapter, 

declares at large how the Aſſurance of 

a Reſurrection from the Dead, not on 
enabPd him to perform cheerfully al 


the Duties of a Chriſtian Life, bur ſupported him 
!*alſo, ſo as not to faint under, the ſevereſt Perſecu: 
tions, which continually threatned him even with 
Death it ſelf. Therefore---- as we have receiv'd Mer- 


* 
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* 
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| 
| 25 faith he, we faint not, ver. 1. We are troubi d on 
ver) ſide, yet not diſtreſsd; we are perplex d, but not il 5; 
in deſpair, perſecuted, but not forſaken; caſt down, il x 
hut not deſtroy'd, v. 8, 9. The ground of which Com- r 
fort and Support, he expreſſes, v. 10. Always bear ti 
ing about in the Body the aying of the Lord Jeſus, that by 
, the Life alſo of Feſus might be made manifeſt in our by 
mortal Fleſb; for we which live, are always deliver a 


unto Death for Jeſus ſake, that the Life alſo of Jeſw 
might be made — in our 3 % % 
more clearly, v. 13, 14. Having the ſame Spirit 9 
Faith ——, and knowing that he which raiſed up th 
Lord Jeſus, ſhall raiſe up Us alſo by Jeſus, and ſbaſii me 
| —— us with you. After which he returns to th. 
Inference he began with in the firſt Verſe, v. 16 
For which Cauſe we faint not, but tho" our cutwarlfis,. 
Man periſh, yet the inward Man is renew'd da by dy 
for our light Afflection which is but for a moment 
vor eth. for us a far more exceeding and eternal Weigh 


A Sermon Preach d, &c. 1 
of Glory; while we look not at the Things which are 
ſeen, but at the Things which are not ſeen; for the 
Things which are ſeen, are Temporal ; bat the Things 
which are not ſeen, are Eternal. „ nts 

a From this general Conſideration of the Cer- 
tainty of a futare Life, as a ground of Support 
and Comfort under the Troubles of the preſent ; 

„ be proceeds in the beginning of the fifth Chap- 

ter, ro conſider the particular Nature of that Bo- 

| dy we ſhall be cloth'd withal at the Reſurrection; 
| and of that intermediate State, the Soul will find 
mit ſelf in, between Death and Judgment. As to 

u- WF the Nature of our future Body, he tells us, v. x. 

th that whereas our preſent Body is an earthly Houſe, 

„a Building fram'd out of the moſt periſhable Ma- 

on terials, and of a Texture molt frail and brittle ; a 

10 Tabernacle tending perpetually in its own Nature 

v, by a gradual decay towards a Diſſolution, and, du- 

m- ring that ſhort Period which it is capable of con- 

a" tinuing, being every moment liable to be deſtroy'd 

hat by ſudden Violence, by the Power of Men, and 

d by the Aſſaults of acute Diſeaſes ; the Body we 

ſhall have hereafter, ſhall on the contrary be s 

building of God, an Houſe not made with Hands, eter- 

nal in the Heavens; a Body, fram'd immediately 
by God himſelf, made capable of induring for 

Wever, and fitted to the Circumſtances and Injoy- 

ments of that Place, which God has provided tor 

it in the Heavens. 

The frequent Meditation upon which happy 
State, cauſes good Men to grone earneſtly, v. 2. de- 
firing to be cloth*d upon with our Houſe which is from 
meV Heaven ; if ſo be that being cloth'd, we ſhall not be 
eig and naked; for we that are in this Tabernacle ao 

* | A 2 grone, 
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rone, being burden'd; not for that we would be un- 
clothd, but clothid upon, that Mortality might be ſwal. 
lowd up of Life, This Paſſage ſome underſtand to 
refer to what the ſame Apoſtle informs us of in the 
15th Chapter of his foregoing Epiſtle, concerning 
thoſe who ſhall be found alive at our Lord's ſe- 
cond coming; that they ſhall not die, but be 
changed; not be ancloth of this mortal Body, but 
cloth d upon with their heavenly Habitation; and 
that the Apoſtle here expreſſes a deſire of eſcaping Wl - 
Death, and of being found among thoſe, who 
without becoming zaked, without being ſeparated * 
from the Body at all, ſhall in « moment, in the twint. | 
ling of an Eye, be changed or clothed upon with an 
immortal and incorruptible Body. But there is nol £ 
need of — — Words to this Senſe. Fot 
when the Apoſtle affirms that we are deſirous, not 
to he unclothd, but to be cloth'd upon; not to be 
found na ted, but to be cloth d upon with our Hou 
which is from Heaven , he does indeed prefer our 
State after the Reſurrection, to the State of Separs 
tion; and repreſents good Men wiſhing to be de- 
liver'd from the Burden of the Fleſh, not merely 


for the ſake of being ſeparate from the Body, but t! 
chiefly and principally in hopes of being cloth 
with a better and more glorious one: But yet YM 
does not therefore follow, that he meant to e 

cr 


tend this Deſire fo far, as to the eſcaping of Deat 


wholly, and avoiding the entring into the ſeparat ?? 
Stare at all; or that he thought this peculiar Cir V 
cumſtance of thoſe who ſhall be found alive at the 2 
Lord's ſecond coming, could poſſibly be the Caſ VE 
of thoſe who liv'd to early as in his own time“ 


Nay rather the contrary ſeems clearly to follow #2 
| fro 


— — — 
—— 


Funeral of Dame Mary Cooke. 5 


from the 67 Verſe, and from the Words of the 
Text; where he ſpeaks of being abſent from the Body, 
as ofa thing that would certainly happen to them, 
and that was truly deſirable to good Men, and 
the ExpeQation whereof was a ground of Confi- 
dence and Support under the Troubles of Life, and 
againſt the Fears of Death : For that though the 
State after the Reſurrection, when we ſhall be 
cloth'd with incorruptible and immortal Bodies 
like unto our Saviour's glorious Body, ſhall be 
much more happy and deſirable, than the ſtate of 
Separation ; yet that ſtate of Separation it ſelf, 
that imperfect and incomplete State, is far ſuperi- 
or to our Condition in this World, and more eli- 
gible than the Burden of the preſent Fleſh. There- 
fore we are always confident, ſays he, knowing that 
my we are at home in the Body, we are abſent from 
the Lord; ( for we walk by Faith, not by Sight, ) we 
are confident, I ſay, and willing rather to be abſent 
from the Body, and to be preſent with the Lord. 

The Words are not well rendred, whilſt we are 
at home in the Body; For this Body is not our pro- 
per Home; we are only Strangers and Pilerims in 
the preſent World, and our Life is by St. Peter 
juſtly call'd, The T:me of our ſojourning here, But, 
whilſt we dwell in the Body, (to the Words ought 
rather to be rendred, ) or (as the ſame Word is 
tranſlated in the following Verſe, ) whilſt we are 


bpreſent in the Body; whilſt we continue in this 


World, we are abſent from the Fountain of Life 


and Happineſs; we are at a diſtance from the hea- 
MW venly Jeraſalem, which is our proper Country; we 


are abſent from the Lord; and live by Faith only, 
uot by Sight: But, God having given unto us the 
75 AJ earneſt 
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6 | A Sermon Preach d at the 
earneſt of his Holy Spirit, we are confident and have 
full Aſſurance of the Truth of theſe Things; we 
' wean our ſelves therefore from the ſenſual Injoy- 
ments of the preſent World; we ſupport and com- 
fort our ſelves with theſe Meditations, under the 
Troubles of Life, and againſt the Fears of Death; 
we are williag rather to be abſent from the Body, 
(whenſoever it ſhall pleaſe God to releaſe us ;) and 
to be preſent with the Lord, which is far better. 
In the Words, and in the Context, we may ob- 
ſerve the following particulars plainly implied. 
1ſt, That we mult all ſhortly be 4ſent or ſe- 
parate from this Body. 
- 24ly,' That that State of Separation, is not a 
State of abſolute Inſenſibility. 
Za, That, to good Men, it is a State of great 
Happineſs, a being preſent with the Lora. 
41h, That the Conſideration of that interme- 
diate Happineſs, is a great Comfort and Support 
againſt the Fear of Death. We are confident, and 
willing rather to be abſent from the Body. | 
_ 5thly and Lajily, That that intermediate State, 
tho? a ſtate of Happineſs, yet is by nomeans equal 
to that Happineſs, which good Men ſhall be poſ- 
ſeſs'd of after the Reſurrection, For we that are in 
this Tabernacle do grone, being burden'd; not for that 
ne would be uncloth*d, but cloth d upon, that Morta- 
li might be ſwallom d up of Life. | 
'1/}, Ie is ſuppoſed in the Words, that we muſt 
all ſhortly be ent or. ſeparate from this Body. 
Tis evident there is no need to prove, and one 
would think there ſhould be no need to remind 
Men, that they muſt all die; when they ha ve eve- 
ry day ſuch mourniul Occaſions as theſe, to 2 
Tlleix 
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their Conſideration. Yet fo it is, that even this ve- 
ry Thing, the Frequency of other Examples, and the 
indiſputable Certainty of their own Mortality, 
makes them ſtand in need of the more earneſt Ex- 
hortations, to perſuade them not to forget or neg- 
lect it. For, as the ſtrongeſt Objects that make 
perpetually an equal and continu'd Impreſſion up- 
on our Senſes, are apt, by reaſon of their conſtant 
Preſence, to affect us little more, than if they made 
no Impreſſion upon the Senſe at all; and as thoſe 
great Phenomena of Nature, which we obſerve to 
return in the conſtant Courſe of every Day, excite 
in us leſs Admiration, tho' in themſelves the moſt 
wonderful of all the Works of God, than much 
leſs remarkable Things, which appear but ſeldom: 
So the abſolute Certainty of our own Mortality, 
which leave no room for Inquiry or Debate, 
makes Men almoſt as much lay aſide theThoughts 
of it, as if the Certainty were on theother ſide of 
the Queſtion; and the Frequency of Inſtances 
which ought perpetually to remind us what we 
muſt ſpeedily expect, does, by a ſtrange Careleſſ- 
neſs and habitual Neglect, reconcile Men in ſuch 
manner to the ſight of Mortality in others, as if 
they themſelves were not concern'd in the Exam- 
ple. They ſhake off the Thoughts of it, as if there 
could be no Benefit in meditating upon what can- 
not be prevented ; and look upon it as importune 
and troubleſom to remind them of that, which it 
is not poſſible but they muſt already know. Yet 
that Knowledge, without Meditation, is like unto 
Ignorance ; becauſe it has no Effect, and makes 
no Impreſſion. It is like the ſpeculative Know- 


ledge of a Truth, which concerns us not; or liks 
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8 Sermon Preach'd at the 
the habitual Underſtanding of a Demonſtration, 
never recollected. The reaſon of this great Stupi- 
dity, ſeems to be the Uncertainty of the Time of 
every Man's Death; which makes Men look up- 
on Life, as a long indefinite Period ; and, becauſe 
the Time of their Death is ancertain, it is to them 
as an Uncertainty in the Thing it ſelf. To prevent 
this Folly therefore, the Scripture 1s perpetually 
reminding us, and putting us upon conſidering, 
That our Days on Earth are as a Shadow, and there 
4 20 abiding, 1 Chron. 29. 15. That they are ſwifter 
than a Weaver's Shuttle, Job 7.6. that they paſs 
away ſwifter than a Poſt; that they flee away as the 
ſwift Ships, as the Eagle that haſteth to the Prey, Job 
9. 26. that they are 4s A ſleep, as 4 watch in the 
Night, as a Tale that is told, Pſ, 90. 5, 4, 9. that our 
Life is a Vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and 
then vaniſhet away, Jam. 4. 14. that Man cometh 
forth like 4 Flower, and is cut down; he 2 alſo as 
4 Shadow, and continueth not, Job 14.2. In the Morn- 
ing it flauriſheth and groweth ap, in the Evening it ts 
cut down and withereth, Pſ. go. 6. All which Simili- 
tudes are elegantly ſum'd up together by the Au- 
thor of the Book of Wiſdom : Wiſd. 5. 9. All theſe Pi 
things are paſſed away like 4 Shadow, and as a Poſt Fr 
that haſted by; and as a Ship that paſſeth over the Wi 
Waves of the Water, which when it ts gone by, the 
Trace thereof cannot be found, neither the Path-way of 
the Kel in the Waves; Or as when a Bird has flowjt 
thro” the Air, there u no Toten of her Way to be 
found —— Or like as when an Arrow is ſhot at 4 
Mart, it parteth the Air, which immediately cometh 
rogether again, ſo that a Man cannot know where it In 
wont thr; cite We in lis pa, «fon me 
| | 7 


„ kf 


. ˙ ˙ðꝛiãQt ² m m ½.p ̃ ß 
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ere born, began to draw to our End, and have ng 
en of Virtue to ſbew. Theſe Deſcriptions of the Va- 
ity and Tranſitorineſs of human. Life, are too 


zvidently true, to ſtand in need of any Proof. Yet 
he Riches and Honours, the Pleaſures and Allure- 


ments of the World, hinder Men too uſually from 


onſidering them; and Men act, as if they were 
o live here for ever. Providence therefore is very 
ind to us, in ſending A fflictions upon us to awa- 
en us out of this Lethargy; and we ſhould be ve» 
ry Wiſeand Jult to our ſelves, if we would ſuffer 
pur ſelves to be brought to ſerious Conſideration 
dy the Troubles and Afflictions of others. When 
e ſee others taken out of the World before us, 
e know their Caſe muſt in a ſhort time of Ne- 
eſſity be our own; and the Concern we always 
ee dying Perſons under, ſhould make us endea- 
our without delay in the time of our Health and 
Strength, to lay the Foundation of a good Con- 
cience, againſt the Day of Tryal, We are ſure 
ternity can never be very far diſtant from any of 
s; and we are always uncertain, but it may poſ- 
ibly be very near. And when Death approaches, 
Sickneſs and Pain are alone a Burden ſufficient; 
nd it will require all the Helps of Reaſon and Re- 
igion, all the Strength of the Spirit of a May, to 
«ſtain at that time the Infirmities of Nature: But 
{ the Spirit it ſelf be wounded ; if the Conſcience 
de diſtracted with too juſt Fears; if the great Work 
df Religion be then andone, and yet impoſſible to 
de done; it the Spirit of the Man, which ſhould 
apport him under his Infirmity, does it ſelf much 
ore ſtand in need of Comfort and Support; who - 
an bear it ? This is the time when all falſe Colours 
F vaniſh, 
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10 A Sermon Preach d at the 
vaniſh, and the great Difference and Diſtinction o 
Men begins truly to appear: Now the Profane$: 
the Covetous, the Voluptuous, the Mocker an 
Scoffer at Religion, begins to judge by other Mea 
ſures ; and if God ſhould require ſome great Thing of: 
him, would he not do it? On the contrary, the fo 
ber and pious, the righteous and juſt Perſon, re; 
fleas then with unſpeakable Comfort upon hi 
aſt Life, when he remembers that he has eitheſ 
Erd always innocent from great Crimes; or aſc 
leaſt that the Sins of his Youth have not been iS 
great, as the Repentance and Obedience of hi 
Liter Age. And when the Vail is remov'd bi 
Death, which tranſmits theſe different Perſons ti 
that State, where they are to wait for the fina 
Sentence of the unerring Judgment of God; the 
themſelves will judge ſtill more and more clear 
concerning the true nature of Things, and of thei 
own Deſerts. For Death is not a total Extinctio 
of the Man, but a Separation only of the Soul fron 
the Body for a time. Which was the next parti 
cular I propoſed to diſcourſe of, And here, fo 
brevity ſake, I ſhall put the _—_ 
Second and Third Particulars into One: viz Tha 
the ſtate of Separation, is not a ſtate of abſolut 
Infenſibility, but, to good Men, a ſtate of pre: 
Happineſs, a being preſent with the Lord, All th 
Natural Arguments, (for the Moral Arguments it 
deed prove only a future State in general, by th 
Reſurrection of the Body, or otherwiſe; ) all th 
Natural Arguments, I ſay, which prove to usb 
Reaſon the Spirituality and Immortality of ti 
Soul ſeem to prove no leſs ſtrongly, that the ſep: 
rate State is not a {late of Sleep or Inſenſibilit 
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Funeral of Dame Mary Cooke. 11 
or if it is a good Argument to conclude with Ci- 
ero; I am perſuaded, ſays * he, when I conſider with 
what ſwiftneſs of Thought the Soul is endu d, with 
phat a wonderful Memory of Things paſt, and fore. 
aſt of Things to come; how many Arts, hom many 
Sciences, how many wonderful Inventions it has found. 
ut; that That Mature, which is Poſſeſſor of ſuch Fa- 
ulties, cannot be Mortal: If this, I fay, be a good 


ON 0 
fane 

anc 
Mea 
ng 0 
e ſo 
3 


2 hi; 


icrheFrgument, (and a very excellent one it it;) it 
or aFeems no lefs juſt to inſer with Cyrus in Zenophon : 
en ſi cannot imagine, faith ꝶ he, that the Soul, white it 
f hi in this mortal Body, lives; and that, when it is ſe= 
d b rated from it, then it ſhould die: I cannot perſuade 
ns t Pr that the Soul, by being ſeparated from this 
fina /, which is devoid of Senſe, ſhould thereupon be- 
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ome it ſelf likewiſe de void of Senſe : On the contrary 
t ſeems to me more reaſonable to believe, that when 
he Mind is ſeparated from the Body, then it ſhould be- 
ome moſt of all ſenſible and intelligent. But theſe were 
holy the reaſonable Conjectures of wiſe and con- 
idering Men. The Scripture aſſures us with more 
ertainty and Authority, that bleſſed are the Dead 
phich die in the Lord, from henceforth; yea, ſaith the 
Spirit, that they may reſt from their Labours, and their 

orks do follow them, Rev. 14. 13. Which Reſt, that 
t is not the mere Reſt of utter Inſenſibility, ap- 
ears from c. 7. v. 9. where *tis ſaid, I ſaw under 


* Quid multa? Sic mihi perfuaſi, ſic ſentio; quum tanta celeri- 
as animorrum fit, tanta memoria preteritorum, futurorum pro- 
identia, tot artes, tantæ ſcientiæ, tot inventa; non poſſe eam na- 
uram, que. res cas coutineat, eſſe mortalem. Cic. de ſeuctfute. 
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12 A Sermon Preach d at the 
the Altar the Souls of them that were ſlain for the 
Word of God, and for the Teſtimony which they held, 
and they cried with a loud Voice, &c. The ſame thing 
is hinted to us by our Saviour, in the Parable of 
of the rich Man and Lazarus; where the Soul of 
Lazarus 1s repreſented as carry'd by Angels into 
Abraham's Boſom, and that he was comforted in 
that Place, Lake 16. 22, 25. And more clearly yer, 
in his Promiſe to the Penitent Thief, Lake 23. 43. 
Verily I ſay unto thee, to day ſhalt thou be with me in 


of Separation, before the Reſurrection of Chriſt, 
and his Aſcenſion into his Kingdom. St. Paul had 
ſuch a Notion of the Happineſs of That State, that 
tho his abiding in the Fleſh he knew was better for 
the Church, yet he was in à ſtrait betwixt two, ha. 
ving 4 deſire to depart and to be with Chriſt, which 
was far better for himſelf, Phil. 1.23,24. And in the 
Text he declares; Therefore we are always confident, 
knowing that whilſt we are at home in the Body, we ar: 
abſent from the Lord; for we walk by Faith, not by 
Sight: We are confident, I jay, and willing rather to 
be abſent from the Body, and to be preſent with tht 
Lord: The preſent Life he calls, walking only h 
Faith; the State after Death, walking by Sight or 


being preſent with the Lord. And accordingly all the 


beſt Writers in the Primitive Times, when they 
have occaſion to mention the State of good Met 
departed, always ſpeak of them 4s being * in the 
Place appointed for them with the Lord; as + behold 
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Funeral of Dame Mary Cooke! 13 
ing our Saviour in Paradiſe, after ſuch 4 manner 4s 
they are worthy to behold him; as being in a Place of 
Reſt, Refreſhment, Comfort and Expectation of the 
Completion of their Happineſs at the Reſurrection. 
Directly contrary to the Innovations of the Church 
of Rome, who, without any Appearance of Reaſon, 
and without any Colour of Authority from Scrip- 
ture, teach that the Souls of good Men are ter- 
mented in a Purgatory of imaginary Fire, ve 
little differing from that of Hell it ſelf, How muc 
better does even a Jewiſh Writer expreſs himſelf 
upon this Subject! Wiſd. 3.1. The Souls of the Righ- 
teous are in the Hand of God, and there ſhall no Tor- 
ment touch them: In the Sight of the Unwiſe they 
ſeem'd to die, and their Departure t taken for Miſery; 
and their going from us, to be utter Deſtruction; but 
they are in Peace: For tho" they be puniſb'd in the 
Sight of Men, yet is their Hope full of Immortality. 
atkly, The Conſideration of the Souls interme- 
diate Happineſs in the ſeparate State, is a great 
Comfort and Support againſt the Fear of Death: 
Therefore we are confident, fays the Apoſtle, and 
willing rather to be abſent from the Body, and to be 
preſent with the Lord. It is ſome degree of Comfort 
againſt the Fear of Death, to conſider that it is the 
Neceſſity of Nature and the Appointment of God 
to all Men; Heb. q. 27. It is appointed unto Men once 
to die. It is ſome further degree of Support, to con- 
ſider that Death is as it were the Haven of Reſt, 
from the Storms and Troubles, the Calamities and 
Sorrows of the World: Job 3. 17. There the MWicl- 
ed ceaſe from troubling, and there the Weary be at 
Reſt ; chere the Priſoners reſt together, they hear not 
the Voice of the Oppreſſor : The Small and Great are 


there, 
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there, and the Servant is free from his Maſter ; But 
after all the Arguments of Comfort that can hy 
drawn from Reaſon and Philoſophy, Death is {ti 
the King of Terrors to Nature, and is become mud 
more 10 chr Sin. But Chriſt has now, to all ſuch 
as truly repent, taken a way that Sting, and reme 
ved the Fear; having defroy'd him that had th 
Power of Death, that is, the Devil; and deliver“ 
them, who thro' Fear of Death were all their Life- tin 
ſabject to Bondage, Heb. 2. 15. Death is now aboliſh 
ea, to all good Men, 2 Tim. 1. 10. and become ne 
thing elſe but a 1415 to a glorious Immortality. 
And ʒtis a great Addition of Comfort and Support, 
to conſider that even That Paſſage it ſelf is nota 
Dark Paſſage thro? a ſtate of utter Inſenſibility; but 
a being preſent with the Lord in ſome degree ol 
Communication, and Fore-taſt of a more perfect 
Happinefs. The Pious Lady, whoſe Death wenow 
lament, took particular Satisfaction in Meditating 
frequently upon this Subject; and in inquiring in- 
to the full Extent and Signification of thoſe Texts 
which relate to it. She made the Holy Scriptures 
her daily Study and Delight, and was much con- 
verſant in many other excellent Books of Piety 
and Devotion; and the Comfort ſuch Studies ad- 
miniſter againſt the Fear of Death, is then truly 
effectual, when 'tis applied by ſuch Perfons, as 
are prepar'd to receive it by the preceding Courſe 
of a Holy Lite, For the ſpace of two Years, where. 
in Providence allotted me to perform the Duties of 
my Miniſtry in the Pariſh wherein ſhe dwelt, (and 
wherein I receiv'd ſingular Civilities, particularly 
from that eminent Society for the Profeſſion and 


Practiſe of the Civil-Law, which ought always 
grate- 
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ate fully to be ack nowledged;) I was my ſelf a Wit» 
ſs of her conſtant and never- failing Attendance upon 
e publick Service of God, and the Adminiſtration of 
je Sacrament, with the moſt earneſt Zeal and Devo- 
on : Ard, in all the Opportunities | had of obſerving 
. her private Converſation appear'd perfectly agreea- 

le to her religious Behaviour in Publick. Which, in a 
erſon in the Strength and Vigor of her Age, very lit- 
Wc cxceeding 30 Years at the time of her Death, is as 
xample that may be recommended with Juſtice and 
ſefulneſs. But to enlarge too far upon Characters, 
ven of ſuch truly pious Perſons, is neither giving any 
2] Advantage to the Memory of the Dead, nor of ſa 
uch Benefit to the Living, as exhorting them upon 
heſe Occaſions to prepare themſelves for- Death which. 
hey are all haſtening to, by ſetting before their Eyes 
ontiaually the moſt perfect Example of Chriſt, and the 
recepts of the Goſpel ; in following of which, all good 
ad holy Men and Women who have gone before us, 
ave obtain'd a good Report. | 
now 5:hly and Laſtly, The intermediate State of Separati- 
ting], tho? a State of great Happineſs, yet is by no means 
g in. qual to That Happineſs, which good Men ſhall be poſ- 
exts esd of after the Reſurrection: For we that are in this 
| abernacle do grone, being burden d; not for that we mould 
pe uncloth'd, but cloth'd upon, that Mortality might be ſwal- 
, ow'd up of Life. St. Paul, tho' he knew, that when he 
iet y as abſent from the Body, he ſhould be preſent with the 
ad · Nord, in a State of Reſt and Security and perfect Aſſu- 
ruly Fance, in a State of great Happineſs and Joy unſpeaka- 
„as le; yet tells us, that the Crown of Righteouſneſs was laid 
arſe? for him, not to be given him by the Righteous Judge 
efore That great Day. And our Saviour himſelf bids 


> But 
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is ſti 


. he Charitable Perſon expect his final Recompence, at the 
-> OL Re [urretion of the Juſt. And in the Place before: cited, 
and rue Souls of the Martyrs themſelves, which St. John ſaw 
arI i his Viſion under the Altar, are repreſented as in a 


tate of Expectation only; How long, O Lord, Holy and 
rue, &c. Rev. 9. 7. And it was ſaid unto them, that they 
ſheuld 
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ſbould reſt yet for à little Saſon, until their Fullom · Seywas 
alſo, 4 their Brethren 3 ſhould be killed , They wer 
ſhould be fulfilled. In a Word; The Seals of the Right: 
ous are doubtleſs as happy, as they can be in that im 
perfect State of Separation from their Bodies: But t. 
after the Reſurrection only, that their Happineſs ſhalfi 
be complete, and that they ſhall ſhine forth as the dum in 
Kingdom of their Father: When our Lord ſnall have cha 
ged this vile Body, that it may be faſbion d likz unto his gl 
rious Body, according to the working, whereby he is able er 
to ſubdue all Things unto himſelf; That is, when This Bod; 
which has: now in it ſuch inanifeſt Principles of Mort: 
ty and Corruption; which conſiſts now of ſuch brit 
'fFle and tender Parts, that every the leaſt Violence d 
Kurbs and unfits them for their Operations; when Ti 
Body, which is now ſo weak and feeble, ſo dull, cheay 
und unactive, that it clogs the Soul, and retards ar 
Hinders its ſpiritual Operations; when Thrs Body, whi 
s now ſubject to ſo many Caſualties, and has its Conti 
nuance depending upon the fit Diſpoſition of ſo man 
Kittle and calily diforder'd Parts, that tis a greater won 
der how we continue to live a Day, than why we die a 
ter ſo few year's Space; ſhall be perfectly rehn'd an 
purg d from all the Seeds of Mortality and Corruption 
fall ſpring up into an incorruptible and immortal Su 
ſtance, which ſhall be fitted to indure as long as 1 
Soul to'whichit is to be united, even to all Eternit) 
ſhall become ſo Strong and Powerful, ſo Active and Vi 
gorous, as even to be aſſiſting to the moſt ſpiritual Mc 
tions of the Soul, to become every way a fit Organ ar 
Inſtrument of its moit exalted Operations; and ſh: 
continue in this perfect Health, Strength, and Vigor to 
Jever: For God ſhall wipe away all Tears jrom their Eyes, an 
there jhall be no more Death, neither Srrom nor Crying, nt 
ther ſhall there be any mere Pain; for the former Things « 
paſſed amway. - f re ! 0808: 


To which happy State, that we may-all ar 2 To 
his inſiniie Mercy gragt, &c.,45/: 150), 
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